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Course Outcomes  

T h e  s yl l a bus  o f  Ph i l o s op h y h o n ou rs  c om p r i s e s  o f  14  c o r e  co ur s es ,  2  

S EC a nd  4  DSE  p ap e r s .    

S EM -1  a nd  2 ,  c on s i s t s  o f  In d i a n  a n d  W e s t e rn  P h i lo so ph y.  In d i a n  

P h i l os op h y c o n s i s t s  o f  n in e  d i f f e re n t  s c ho o l s  o f  In d i an   t ho u gh t s ,   bo t h   

Ᾱ s t i k a   an d  Nās t i ka  s ys t e ms .   Am on g  ā s t i k a    s c ho o l s    t h e r e  a re  N yāya ,  

V a i śe ṣ i k a ,  S aṁk h ya ,  Yo ga ,  M im aṁ sā  a n d  V edān t a .  On  t h e  o t h e r  ha nd  

t h e r e  a re  C ā rvāk a ,  J a in i sm  a nd  Bud hh i s m a s   Nā s t i k a    s ch o o l s .   

T h e  Hi s to r y o f  W es t e r n  p h i l o s op h y c o ns i s t s  o f  t h e  e p i s t e m olo g i c a l  a nd  

m et a ph ys i c a l  pe r sp e c t iv e s  o f  t h e  ph i l o s op he r s  l i k e  So c r a t e s ,  P l a to ,  

D e s c a r t es ,  S p i noz a ,  Le i b n i t z ,  Lo c k e ,  Be r k e l e y,  H um e   a nd  K a n t .   

 

S EM -3  c o ns i s t s  o f  3  c o r e  c ou r s es ,  t h a t  i s ,  Ph i lo so ph y o f  M i nd ,  S o c i a l  

a n d  Po l i t i c a l  Ph i lo s op h y a n d  P h i l os oph y o f  R e l i g i o n  a nd  1  S EC ,  t h a t  i s ,  

Lo g i c a l  R ea so n i n g  a n d  A pp l i ca t i on :  In d i an  an d  W es te r n .   

 

P h i l o s op h y o f  M i nd  d i s c uss e s  t h e  met ho ds  o f   P s yc h o l og y ,   n a t u r e   o f   

s e ns a t io n   a nd   p e r c e p t io n ,  an d   t he i r   r e l a t i on ,  D i f f e r en t   t h e o r i es  o f    

l e a rn in g ,  In t e r a c t i o n i s m,  D ou b l e– a sp e c t  t h eo r y,  Ph i lo so ph i c a l   

b e h av io u r i sm ,   Id e n t i t y   t h e o r y,  T h e   P e r s on   t h eo r y,     d i f f e re n t   l e v e l s   

o f   m i nd ,    F r e ud ’s   t h e o r y  o f   d r e am .  I t   a l s o   d i s c uss e s   ab ou t   t he   

m e as u r em en t   o f   In t e l l i ge n c e ,   d i f f e r e n t   t e s t s    o f  i n t e l l i ge n ce   

r e ga r d in g   I . Q .   mea s u r em en t .     

 

S o c i a l  a nd  P o l i t i ca l  Ph i lo so ph y c o n s i s t s  o f  n a t u r e  a nd  s co p e  o f  bo th  

s o c i a l  a nd  p o l i t i c a l  ph i lo so ph y a n d  th e i r  r e l a t i o n .  Ba s i c  c o n ce p t s  o f  

s o c i e t y,  n a tu r e  a nd  r o l e  o f  f am i l y,  M a rx i s t s  co n c ep t ion  o f  c l a s s ,  a nd    

d i f f e r en t  t h eo r i es  r e ga r d in g  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e en  in d i v i du a l  a nd  

s o c i e t y,  a r e  a l s o  d i s cu ss ed  h e r e .  In  P o l i t i c a l  ph i lo so phy,  S e c u l a r i s m,  

d i f f e r en t  v i ew s  r e ga r d in g  s o c i a l  c h a n ge ,  P o l i t i ca l  i d e a l s  l i ke  

D e mo c r a c y,  S o c i a l i s m  e t c  a r e  d i s cu ss ed .  

 

P h i l o s op h y o f  R e l ig i o n ,  d i s cus s es  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i ou s  v i e w s  r e ga r d in g  

k a rm a ,  r eb i r t h  a nd  l i b e r a t i o n ,  t e ach in gs  o f  Q u r an  an d  C h r i s t i an i t y ,  

a r gu m en t s  f o r  t h e  e x i s t en c e  o f  God ,  Re l i g io us  p l u ra l i sm  a nd  t he  

p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  r e l i g i ou s  l a n gu a ge .  



 

SE C - A , t h a t  i s ,  Lo g i c a l  R e as on in g  a nd  A pp l i c a t i on :  In d i an  a nd  W es t e r n ,  

d i s c uss e s  t h e  ob j ec t i v e  o f  l o g i c a l  r e a s on i n g ,  r e as on ing  i n  p r a c t i s e ,  

Lo g i c  a nd  th e  La w  a n d  d ed u c t i v e  a nd  in d uc t iv e  r ea so n i n g  i n  l a w .   

 

S EM -4  c o ns i s t s  o f  3  c o r e  co u rs es ,  t h a t  i s ,  W es t e r n  Lo g i c - I  A n d  I I  a n d  

E p i s t em ol o g y a n d  M e ta ph ys i c s  a nd  SE C - B.  

 

In  N E T  a n d  S LE T  a n d  o t h e r  c om p et i t i v e  ex ams  mos t  o f  t he  qu e s t i on s  

a r e  b as ed  o n  lo g i c  an d  r e as on in g ,  s o  p r op e r  u nd e rs t an d in g  a nd  

k n ow le d ge  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  h e lp s  t h e m to  p e r f o r m b e t t e r  i n  t h es e  ex am s .  

A f t e r  S tu d yi n g  In d i a n  Lo g i c  a nd  e p i s t e m olo g y,  s t u d en t s  w i l l  b e  ab l e  t o  

c r i t i c a l l y  e v a l u a t e  v a r i ou s  r e a l  l i f e  s i t u a t i on s  b y r e s o r t i n g  t o  An a l ys i s  

o f  k e y i s s u es  an d  fa c t o r s .   

E p i s t em ol o g y a n d  M e t ap h ys i c s ,  i s  a n a l yt i c  p h i lo sop h y b y  J o hn  

H o sp e rs .  In  ge n e r a l ,  p h i l o s op h y d o n e  i n  t h e  a n a l yt i c  t r ad i t i on  a ims  a t  

t r u th  a n d  kn ow l edge ,  a s  o p po se d  to  m o ra l  a nd  sp i r i t u a l  im p ro v em en t .   

In  ge n e r a l ,  t h e  go a l  i n  an a l yt i c  ph i lo so p h y i s  t o  d i s c ov e r  w h a t  i s  t ru e ,  

n o t  t o  p ro v i de  a  u s e fu l  gu i d e l i n es  f o r  l i v i n g  o n e ' s  l i f e .  T o  an a l yz e  

m e a ns  t o  b r e ak  s om et h i n g  do wn  i n to  i t s  c on s t i t u en t  p a r t s .  An a l yt i c  

p h i lo so ph y a t t empt s  t o  c l a r i f y  b y t h e  m e an i n g  o f  s t a t e m en t  an d  

c o n c ep t s  b y r e c o u r s e  t o  a n a l ys i s .  A n a l yt i c  Ph i lo sop h y h e lp s  t h e  

s tu d en t s  t o  co p e  w e l l  i n  t h e  c om pe t i t i ve  ex a ms  as  m a n y o f  t he  

q u es t i o ns  a re  an a l y t i c a l .  

 

SE C -B ,  t h a t  i s ,  Fem in i s t  Ph i l o so ph y a n d  E nv i r on m en t a l  Ph i lo so ph y a s  

s e l e c t ed  b y t h e  D e p a r tm e n t ,  com es  u nd e r  t he  Em e rg i n g  t r en ds  o f  

t ho u gh t .  Femi n i s t  s t u d i es  d i s c us s es  s ex ,  ge nd e r ,  p a t r i a rc h y,  d i f f e r e n t  

t yp e s  o f  f em in i sm ,  An d ro c en t r i sm ,  f e mi n i s t  a pp ro a ch  to  d i f f e r en t  

b r a n ch es  o f  p h i l o s op h y.   

 

E n v i ro nm en t a l  P h i l o s op h y d i s cu ss es  e n v i r on m en t a l  i s s u es  s uc h  a s  

n a tu r e ,  a t t i t ud e  o f  r e sp e c t ,  i n t r i n s i c  v a lu e ,  sh a l lo w  an d  d e e p  e c o lo g y  

a n d  E co f em in i sm .  

Program Outcomes of Philosophy Honours  

PO- 1- The study of Philosophy helps the students to get acquainted with different schools of 

Indian philosophy like Cārvāka, Jainism and Budhhism as Nāstika schools on the other hand, 

Sāṁkhya, Yoga, Nyāya, Vaiśeṣika, Mimāṁsā and Vedānta as Ᾱstika school, on the other 

hand. 

PO-2- They learn both Psychology and Social and Political philosophy. In the part of 

Psychology students become aware of different theories like Interactionism, Philosophical 

behaviourism, Person theory along with different methods of Psychology, nature and relation 

of sensation and perception. They become acquainted with theories of learning, different 



levels of mind, Freuds theory of dream. They also learn different tests of Intelligence 

regarding I.Q. measurement.  

PO-3- In the part of Social and Political philosophy students of philosophy learn about the 

nature of social and political philosophy and their relation. They also study the basic concepts 

of society, nature and role of family in society, different theories regarding the relation 

between individual and society. They also learn about secularism, nature and progress of 

Social changes, different theories of social changes, discussion about different political 

ideals. 

PO-4- Students get acquainted with the epistemological and metaphysical theories of the 

western philosophers like Socrates, Plato, Descartes, Spinoza, Leibnitz , Locke, Berkeley 

Hume and Kant. 

PO-5- By studying Logic, students get acquainted with the use of logical rules for identifying 

a valid argument. Along with these, they also learn existential import, symbolic 

interpretation, constructing formal proof of .validity, proving invalidity, Quantification 

theory. Study of this paper helps them to be aware of Mill's different experimental methods, 

Science and Hypothesis and also different theories of probability.  

 Program Specific Outcomes of Philosophy Honours 

PSO 1- The study of Philosophy in general develops the faculty of understanding of the 

students. The study of Logic enriches one's thinking skill and sharpens one's analytical 

abilities. It equips students to grasp the different issues discussed in mathematics, computer 

science etc.  

PSO 2- The study of Psychology gives the opportunity for the students to learn about brain 

states, different personality traits, the sub-conscious and conscious reasons for human. 

PSO 3- The study of Ethics helps a student to gain the ability so that they can make 

themselves to become a proper social being. The Honours course enables the students to 

develop an insight into the intricacies of the subject and prepare them for more advanced 

courses on subject in the university of Calcutta as well as in the other universities both 

national and international. It also develops in them to think logically and essentially which is 

absolutely essential in realising the principles and theories of Philosophy.  

PSO 4- Develops the ability to think logically, to analyse and solve problems, to assess 

proposed solutions, to write and speak clearly, attending to details 

PSO 5- Brings the important questions to the table and works towards an answer. It 

encourages us to think critically about the world; it is the foundation of all knowledge and 

when utilised properly, can provide us with huge benefits. 

PSO 6- Enhances in a way no other activity does, one’s problem-solving capacities, 

contributes uniquely to the development of expressive and communicative powers, 

persuasive powers, writing skills 



PSO 7- Moral Philosophy involves systematizing, defending and recommending concepts of 

right and wrong behaviour 

PSO 8- It’s the most practical by far because it teaches to think critically and evaluate 

arguments and truth claims 

PSO 9- Improves reasoning and critical skills, teaches how to ask good questions from the 

worthless questions 

 

Course Outcomes of Philosophy Generic Elective 
 

[For students having Honours in subjects other than Philosophy] 
 

 

Semester I - Generic Elective Course I (GE-I)    

 

PHI-G-CC-1 Indian Epistemology and Metaphysics  

 

Student get an in depth understanding about-  
• Cārvāka Epistemology 

• Nyāya Epistemology 

• Vaiśeṣika Metaphysics: Categories – dravya, guna, karma, sāmānya, 

• Advaita Metaphysics: Brahman, māyā, The relation between jīva and Brahman 

 

 

Semester II  - Elective Course II (GE-II)   

  

PHI-G-CC-2  Western Epistemology and Metaphysics  

 

Students obtain insights on -  
• Different senses of ‘Know’ 

• Theories of the origin of Knowledge 

• Realism 

• Causality Theories 

• The Mind- Body Problem: Interactionism, Parallelism and the Identity Theory 

 

Semester III - Generic Elective Course III (GE-III)  

              

 PHI-G-CC-3 Western Logic  

 

Students first learn the introductory topics - Sentence, proposition, argument, 

truth and validity and comprehend the details of -  



• Aristotelian classification of categorical propositions, distribution of terms, Existential 

Import, Boolean interpretation of categorical propositions; details of immediate 

inference.  

• Categorical syllogism  

• Symbolic Logic 

• Tautology, Contradiction, Contingent statement forms. Construction of truth-tables 

and using them for testing validity of arguments and statement forms. 

• Mill’s methods of experimental inquiry. 

 

Semester IV  

 

Generic Elective Course IV (GE-IV) 

         

 PHI-G-CC-4 Philosophy of Mind 

 

Students are able to learn and understand the complex areas of the human mind 

and intelligence by taking a look at intricacies of –  
• Sensation and perception 

• Consciousness – the Conscious, the Subconscious, the Unconscious, evidence of 

existence of the Unconscious, Freud’s theory of dream  

• Memory: Factors of memory, Laws of association, Forgetfulness.  

• Different theories pertaining to Learning 

• Intelligence: Concept, Measurement and Test of Intelligence. 

 


